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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFiCE  OF  FOREIGN    AG  R I C  U  LI  U  R  A RELATIONS 
UNITETD  STATES  D^iPARTM  ENT  OF  AG  RI CU  LTU  R  E 
WASHiN6T0N,  D  G. 


FW  1-50  March  3O,  195O 

MOVEMENT  OF  WOOL  FROM  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE  l/ 

Movement  to  United  States,  Season 

Wool  exports  from  the  5  principal  wool-producing  Southern  Hemisphere 
countries  (Australia,  ¥ew  Zealand,  Union  oif  South  Africa,  Argentina  and 
Uruguay)  to  the  United  States  for  the  19^9-50  season  through  December, 
according  to  preliminary  data  available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  amounted  to  I73  million  pounds.     This  is  an  increase  of  57  millioii' 
pounds  or  U9  percent  over  the  same  period  last  year. 

No tvrith standing  this  increase  in  movement  over  a  year  previous*  the 
quantity  is  well  below  the  level  in  the  3  years  prior  to  the  l3kS-kS  season. 
The  movement  of  wool  from  Australia  to  the  United  States- was  very  small  in 
comparison  with  the  total  wool  exports  from  the  former  country,  the  United 
States  taking  only  lO  percent  of  the  July-December  total  exports  which 
amounted  to  about  one-half  of  the  season's  clip. 

Total  to  all  Destinations.  19U9--30  Season   

Total  movement  from  the  5  countries  for  the  season  through  December  was 
901  million  pounds,  compared  to  862  million  pounds  in  I9US,  an  increase  of 
k  percent.     In  l9i+7  the  movement  for  this  period  was  789  million  pounds. 
Although  exports  from  all  countries  to  the  United  States  were  larger,  the 
total  esports  from  Uruguay  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  vrere  smaller  for 
the  period  compared  to  last  year,  due  possibly  to  the  slow  start  at  the  opening 
sales  because  of  high  prices. 

Reports  indicate  that  wool  is  being  brought  to  market  by  producers  as 
fast  as  possible  due  to  very  good  returns  and  the  fear  that  the  price  might 
not  hold.    The  high  rate  of  activity  in  consuming  countries  and  the  low  stock 
position  has  caused  complete  clearance  at  most  auctions,  followed  by  fast 
handling  in  order  to  make  the  current  clip  available  to  the  mills.  This 
process  has  also  quickened  where  possible  because  of  the  high  cost  of 
financing  wools  purchased. 

1/  For  information  on  wool  production  by  countries,  see  FW  6-U9,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Circular,  "World  Wool  Production  in  19^9.  l^ovember  28,  19^9" 
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Exports  to  the  United  States  increased  by  a  much  larger  percentage 
than  did  total  eyports.    However,  activity  in  the  United  States  increased 
considerably  during  the  last  quarter  of  19^9  over  the  first  three  q'oarters. 
It  is  evident  that  all  countries  are  fillin"  their  needs  as  rapidly  as 
possible  against  a  possible  shortage  later  in  the  year.     According  to  the 
rate  of  movement  there  is  a  possibility  that  supplies  of  most  wanted  wools 
will  be  exhausted  in  the  major  centers  by  the  end  of  the  season. 

Market  Situation  by  Countries 

Receipts  of  wool  into  store  in  Australia  in  the  six-month  period  ended 
December  3!,  19U9  amounted  to  2,903, 638  bales.     Of  this  amount  1,819,801  bales 
were  sold  at  auction  and  2^,5^3  bales  were  shipped  abroad  for  sale,  leaving 
1,06U,27^  bales  in  store  at  the  beginning  of  the  January  auction.     The  amount 
in  store  on  December  3I,  19^8  vras  1,268,^37  bales.     Additional  receipts  are 
expected  to  raise  this  amount  to  a  total  of  1,U00,000  bales  and  this  plus 
220,000  bales  of  wool  from  Joint  Organization  Stock  v;ill  be  offered  in  the 
second  half  of  the  19^9-50  selling  season.     It  is  reported  that  some  of  the 
commonwealth's  choiceot  clips  v;ill  be  included  in  the  offerings. 

It  is  estimated  that  by  the  end  of  the  second  round  of  sales  in 
New  Zealand  by  late  February  around  70  percent  of  the  19^9-50  clip  will  be 
sold.     It  is  also  indicated  that  the  selling  season. may  close  earlier  than  a 
year  ago  if  the  current  volume  is  maintained.     Crossbred  wools  have  been  in 
strongest  demand  with  greatest  interest  shown  by  Bradford  and  continental 
buyers.    United  States  buying  has  not  been  heavj'  but  sli.  htly  above  last  year 
v/hile  the  Soviet  Union  purchases  have  been  relatively  light.    Exports  to 
United  States  through  December  were  about  7  million  pounds  as  compared  to 
12.7  for  the  same  period  last  year.     Total  exports  from  New  Zealand  through 
December  were  approximately  II5  million  pounds  compared  to  I33  for  the  same 
period  last  year.     These  figures  apply  to  exports  ar^  not  to  sales. 

The  total  quantity  of  'onsold  wool  in  stock  at-  Union  of  South  Africa 
ports  at  the  end  of  October  '-'as  about  17  million  pounds,  which  compares  with 
October  3I,  19U8  stocks  at  21  million  pounds,  and  October  3I,  19U7  stocks 
at  21.5  million  pounds.     Total  bales  offered  for  sale  for  the  period  July  1 
through  December  3I,  19U9  amounted  to  392,009,  compared  with  Ul0,281  and 
381,631,  respectively,  for  the  same  period  in  19^8  and  I9U7.    A  clearance 
of  about  90  percent  at  all  sales  has  been  noted  which  would  indicate  that 
approximately  5O  percent  of  the  smaller  '19U9-5O  clip  has  been  sold.  Author- 
ities in  the  Union  are  concerned  with  the  possibility  of  a  reappearance  of 
third  country  deals  takinj  advantage  of  currency  manipulations  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Union's  dollar  balance.     This  fear  has  been  prompted  by  a 
drop  in  wool  shipments  consigned  to  the  United  States  during  the  latter  part 
of  December  and  in  January. 

The  current  marketing  situation  in -Uruguay  has  been  unusually  good  "but 
at  the  present  time  the  market  is  completely  paralyzed  due  to  a  strike  of 
wareuouse  workers.    Wool  deliveries  for  exports  are  likely  to  be  delayed, 
depending  upon  the  settlement  of  this  strike.     Most  of  the  clip  is  in  the 
warehouses  and  is  available  for  sale  as  very  fev  producers  are  holding  their 
wool  in  view  of  the  hi^h  prices  at  the  present  time. 
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Hemaining  stocks  are  estimated  at  approximately  f-S  million  pounds,  made 
ap  of  hk  million  pounds  of  new  cliv  and  22  million  pounds  from  previous 
clips.     Most  of  the  stock  on  hand  is  low-grade  wool  which  normally  finds  a 
slow  market. 

Movement  from  Argentina  has  "been  rather  hrisk  for  the  season.  Prices 
have  "been  favorahle  in  relation  to  those  in  other  countries.     It  is  evident 
that  the  government  does  not  wish  to  repeat  the  experience  of  last  year  when 
a  great  deal  of  vrool  was  left  over  at  the  end  of  the  season.     Movement  through 
December  to  the  United  S tastes  was  over  twice  that  of  last  year,  while  total 
exports  through  Decemher  were  tv/o-thirds  larger  than  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 

United  States  Imports  hy  Grades,  Annually,  1936-U9 

The  relative  importance  of  the  various  grades  and  the  ranking  of  the 
5  principal  supplying  countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  that  supplement 
the  indigenous  production  of  the  United  States,  are  shown  on  the  accompanying 
table.     There  has  "been  some  shifting  in  the  relative  proportions  falling 
into  the  various  grades  of  fineness.     The  most  noticeable  shift  has  been  the 
gradual  trend  to  a  greater  proportion  of  the  finer  grades,  particularly  to 
the  over  5^'^  classification. 

Argentina  is  by  far  the  most  important  sux^plier  of  the  coarser  grades, 
"wool  not  finer  than  UO's."     That  country  has  furnished  from  85  to  90  percent 
of  this  grade  over  the  period  shown. 

In  the'"UO's  to       ' s"  category  Argentina  and  ITew  Zealand  supply  the  bulk 
of  United  States  imports,  x^rith  Argentina  being  the  largest  supplier  in  nine 
oat  of  the  last  ik  years,    ^ruguay  produces  considerable  wool  in  these  grades 
and  has  been  an  important  supplier  in  some  years. 

All  of  the  major  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  with  the  exception  of 
Union  of  South  Africa  contribute  to  the  "^-U's  to  56 's"  category.  Argentina 
and  Uruguay  have  traditionally  been  the  most  important  and  only  relatively 
small  amounts  have  come  from  Australia.    Appreciable  quantities  in  these 
grades  came  from  New  Zealand  during  the  war. 

In  the  finer  grades  "over  56 's"  all  countries  except  ITew  Zealand  are 
important.     However,  Australia,   the  world's  largest  producer  of  fine  wools, 
is  by  far  the  largest  su-oplier.     That  country  supplies  over  5O  percent  of 
United  States  needs  in  this  category.     The  Union  of  South  Africa  makes  its 
most  important  contribution  in  these  grades  and  the  bulk  of  Uruguay  s  ship- 
ments fall  into  this  category.     Argentina  produces  fine  wools  also  and  large 
quantities  of  it  are  purchased  by  United  States  mills;  however,  that  country 
is  most  noted  for  its  coarser  wool. 

United  States  needs  for  the  coarser  grades  are  expected  to  remain  fairly 
stationary;  however,  as  indigenous  production  declines  and  consumer  demand 
for  products  made  from  fine  wools  remain  high,  imports  in  the  "over  56 's" 
grades  will  be  large. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FORFIGfsr  AGRICUtlTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES   DEPARTMENT  OF  AG  RICULTU  R  E 
WASHINGTON^  D.G. 


.  J\ane  12,  19^0 

-  .  -i 

MOVEI'IEMT  OP  WOOL  FEOM  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE 

Summary 

The  1949-50  wool  clip  of  the  mjor  producing  countries  of  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  has  moved  into  cons'omption  channels  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  Total 
exports  for  ijie  season  through  March  3I,  19$0,  were  1,^83  million  pounds 
compared  to  exports  of  1,377  million  pounds  for  the  same  period  last  year,' 
an  increase  of  nearly  12  percent,  according  to .proiiirdnary  data. available  to 
the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 

Australia  and  Argentina,  the  world^s  largest  producers  of  wool  v/ere 
the  sources  of  most  of  the  increase  %n  exports  over  last  year,  whilS  exports 
from  New  Zealand  were  only  slightly  above  last  year's,  and  exports  from  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  and  Uruguay  showed  an  actual  decrease.    The  five  coun- 
tries listed  produce  more  than  80  percent  of  the  v/orld's  wool  and  about 
90  percent  of  the  wool  entering  international  trade. 

The  marketing  season,  now  dramng  to  a  close,  has  been  favorable  to 
producing  countries;  high  prices  have  prevailed  over  most  of  the  season,- 
particularly  since  devaluation,  and  record  prices  have  been  established'  in" 
the  last  2  months.    Trade  during  the  season  has  boon  unhampered  from  all 
countries,  with  the  exception  of  Uruguay,  where  a  strike  of  wool  handlers 
virtually  halted  all  shipping  operations  for  several  weeks.  , 

The  rate  of  movement  this  year  has  been  such  that  very  little  wool 
remains  in  the  primary  producing  countries,  and  competition  for  small  lots 
remaining  will  probably  continue  to  be  exceptionally  keen  in  the  weeks  ahead, 
until  the  now  clip  bccoro.es  available. 


Seasons  .begin  July  1  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  .and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  and  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay, 

Far  information  on  wool  production,  by  countries,  sec  -FW-3-50,  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular,  "V/orld  Yfool  Production  in  19^0,"  June  19,  1950. 
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Movomonts  to  all  Dcstimtioas,  1949-^0  Season 

The  United  Kingdom,  with  imoorts  of  approximtoly  527  million  pounds 
was  the  largest  receiver, and  the  United  States,  v/ith  receipts  of  34C'  million 
pounds,  v/as  second.     Eov/cver,  exports  to  the  United  States  increased  by  a 
much  larger  percentage  over  last  year  than  did  those  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Exports  to  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Japan    for  the  period  also  shov;cd  substan- 
tial increases  over  last  year,  while  movements  to  Canada,  France,  Italy, 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  was  some-.vhat  slov/er  from  the  Southern  Ecnispherc  countries. 
Increases  in  exports  to  the  major  consuming  countries,  including  3c2-many- :.nd 
Japan,  more  thin  offset  d  ec  roas  cs • 

Movements  to  the  United  States,  1949-50  season 

Exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  period  wore  up  about  90  percent 
over  last  yeai;  and  the  greatest  have  been  from  Argentina.     Total  exports  from 
that  country,  at  2l6  million  pounds  from  October  through  liirch,  :-rc  about 
l6o  percent  abovo  last  year,  v;hilo  those  exports  destined  for  the  United 
States  wore  up  I83  percent.    Exports  from  Argentina  last  year,  however,  -»Tcrc 
we'll  below  average,  because  of  high  domestic  pricos  in  relation  to  vrorld 
prices. 

Exports  of  vrool  to  the  United  States  from  Australia,  the  socond  largest 
supplier,  wore  up       porcenb  over  last  year,  v/hilc  those  from  ITcr/r  Zealand 
and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  v.'ere  up  about  ^7  percent  over  those  of  last 
year.    Although  the  United  States  received  the  largest  share  of  the  'rool 
leaving  Uruguay,  exports  from  that  country  to  the  United  States  i»:ere  up  only 
27  percent  over  those  of  last  year.     Now  that  normal  operations  h-^.ve  been 
resumed,  exports  are  expected  to  pick  vx>. 

Trends  in  Movements  of  I'Vool 

Exports  have  naturally  followed  trends  in  production  in  the  five  najor 
Southern  Hemisphere  countries,  which,  v.ith  the  exception  of  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  have  been  upward.     However,  during  the  past  throe  seasons, 
exports  have  been  abnormally  large,  as  the  vmrtime  accumulations  have  been 
reduced  by  heavy  purchases  by  consuming  countries  to  fill  the  bac'.clog  of 
demand.    Now  that  these  accumulations  of  supplies  and  demand  have  boon 
practically  exhausted,  a  return  to  prcvar  patterns  of  trade  is  beginning  to 
appear. 

Exports  from  all  major  producing  countries  in  the  1948  season  "s-crc  still 
well  above  the  1934-38  average,    with  tho  exceptions  of  Argentina  v.-here,  qb 
noted  before,  trade  was  restricted  by  high  prices  nnd  tho  Union  of  South 
Africa  where  xvartimo  accumulations  have  been  depleted  and  production  is  dorm. 
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Looking  at  the* consuning  countries,  it. is  noted  that  only  Belgium, 
Germany,:,  and  Japan  had  smaller  imports  in  1948  than  in  the  prevra.r  years.  In 
Belgium,'  recovery  was  rapid  after  the  war;  and,  by  1948,  most  of  the  pent-up 
demand  had  been  satisfied;-   This  resulted  in  cutbacks  in  manufacturing  and 
a  return  to  prewar  levels.    Germany  and  Japan  were  large  consumers  before 
the  war  and  have  not  regained  their  position  as  yet^  although  manufacturing 
has  been  res;ime-\  and  imports  have  been  gaining  from  year  to  year. 

Imports  for  France  and  Italy  and  some  of  the  other  continental  countries, 
which  were  large  dn- the  1946,  ■  1947,  and' 1948  seasons,  appear  to  be  tapering 
off  and  are  approaching  a  level  near  the  1934-38  average.;   United  Kingdom 
imports,  v^ich  were  relatively  low  in  1946  and  have  been  gradually  increasing, 
are  ncav  well  above  the  prewar  figure,  as-  t-hat  country  regains  its  position  as 
the  world»s  largest  importer  of  wool. 

After  importing  698  million  pounds  in  the  1946  season,  the  United  States 
receipts  of  Southern  Hemisphere  wool  dropped  to  285  million  pounds  in  1948. 
Indications  are  that  i949  imports  will  be  over  100  million  pounds  greater 
than  last  year's  and  that  imports  will  remain  well  above  the  1934-38  average, 
duo  to  increased  ipcr  capita  consumption,  the  lairger  population,  and  decreased 
domestic  production  of  raw  v;ool. 

Although  the  Soviet  Union's  method  of  making  purchases  has    excited  the 
market  oh  occasion^  the  total  purchases  are  not  large  comp?xred  to  other  coun- 
tries.   However,  as  prewar  imports  wore  nil,  the  69  million  pounds  received 
in  1948,  should  not  bo  overlooked.    Exports  to  the  U.S.S.R.  for  the  season 
through  Mirch  were  only  33  million  pounds,  considerably  below  their  1948-49 
purchases.      ■  '        »  . 

The  extreme  high  pr5.ces  for  rav/  ^vool  and  the  considerable  consumer 
resistance  to  increases •  In  p-ricos  for  the  fini-shod  product  are  causing  manu- 
facturers to  resort  to  the  use  of  substitute  fibers  whore  possible.    The  loss 
of  export  markets  for  textiles,  as  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  Japan 
reenter  world  markets,  is  also  forcing  some  curtailment  of  activity  in  such 
countries  c\s  Italy,  Franco,  and  BelgiTim.    Wow  that  the  bulk  of  the  war-created 
surplus  of  wool  is  practically  gone  and  the  tendency  is  toward  increased 
consumption  of  raw  wool  in  the  major  producing  countries,  there  mil  be  loss 
wool  available  for  export.  '  - 
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EIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOP?ElGN   AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  OePARTJVlENT  OF  AQRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C, 


3-50  June  19,  1950 

WORLD  wOOL  PRODUCTION  IN  1950 

World  wool  production  in  1950  is  estimated  at  3.9  billion  pounds,  an 
increase  of  nearly  100  million  pounds  over  the  revised  19'!+9  total,  accord- 
ing to  information  available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agric-oltural  Relations. 
The  estimate    is  only  55^  million  pounds  or  1  percent  below  the  1936-/0 
average. 

Economic  and  physical  conditions  in  the  major  wool  producing  countries 
of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  are  favorable  for  increased  production,  but  the 
upper  limit  of  production  is  being  approached,  ' 


WOOL:  Estimated  world  production,  greasy  basis,  by  continents, 
 averasres  1936-^0.  1941-/.5,  annual  19A6-^0  


Continent  ] 

1  Averages 

1946  ; 

1947  : 

1948  • 

1949 

1950 

:  'Million 

Million- 

■  Million' 

Mllion! 

Million' 

Million 

Million 

!  pounds  • 

pounds  ' 

pounds 

!  pounds  ' 

pounds  : 

pounds 

.  pounds 

North  : 

America*-— 1 

:  452 

:  ^57 

!       370  ' 

:  335 

305 

274 

:  265 

Europe  

I       4B3  I 

400 

397  . 

431  ' 

444  • 

454 

U.S.S.R.  

:  310 

280 

2g7 

286 

!  305 

315 

325 

Asia  ' 

!          3U  ' 

;  337 

:  ,    \  340 

:    -    342  - 

!  354 

■  353  . 

366 

South        '  ! 

America  ' 

!       639  . 

757  ■ 

:       810  : 

754  • 

689 

706 

716 

Africa — :  — 

!  337 

!  322 

\  274 

:  268 

281 

278 

1  286 

Oceania——' 

!    1,366  - 

!    1,3U  ' 

1,335  ! 

1.398 

•  1.416 

:  1,475 

Total  l/-r-( 

:    3,930  J 

!  4,040 

!    3,820  ! 

•    3,720  • 

-  3,760 

3,790 

3,890 

1/'  Rounded  to  tens  of  millions.  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
June  19,  1950. 


Based  upon  estimates  of  the  spring  clip  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  combined 
wit'h  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  aame 
ye'ar  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    Pulled  wool  is  included  for  most  countries 
ali  its  greasy  equivalent.    World  wool  production  is  summarized  twice  each 
year.    The  next  summary  will  be'  in  November  at  v/hich  time  the  outturn  of  the 
clip  will  be  revised. 


Sheep  numbers  and  v/ool  production  in  Europe  haxe  nearly  attained 
their  prewar  levels  and  further  increases  are  expected.     The  record 
prices  for  wool  during  the  past  year  have  caused  all  minor  producing  coun- 
tries 01  the  world  to  increase  wool  prodaction  to  the  limit.    Conditions  are 
not  conducive  to  increases  in  Canada  and  the  United  Stat&s  where  decreases 
in  sheep  numbers,  due  largely  to  the  favorable  pric-:.s  offered  for  lamb 
and  sheep  for  slaughter  and  to  the  competition  of  other  farm  enterrrisis, 
continued  during  the  year.    In  most  other  areas  economic  conditions  sre 
currently'-  favorable . 

Little  change  is  anticipated  in  the  composition  of  che  world  production 
of  wool,  as  the  output  of  both  apparel  and  ccr pot  wool  is  expected  to  in- 
crease in  aboi.it  the  same  proportion.    Undtr  the  present  vrorld  supply  situation 
tne  price  incentive  is  equ::lly  as  strong  for  both.    The  proportion  of  merinos 
mil  remain  about  the  same  in  spite  of  the  decline  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  the  United  States.    Crossbred  production  may  increase  relative  to 
merinos  due  to  increases  in  Nev;  Zealand  arid  Argentina. 

In  Australia,  by  far  the  most  important  wool  producing  country. of  the 
world,  production  has  been  increasing  since  the  postwar  low  of  933  million 
pounds  in  1945  v.hen  effects  of  tht;  v/idesprcad  drougnt  v;erc  felt.    The  sheep 
number  level  has  been  r-  gained  since  the  drought  and  are  estimated  at  115 
million  head  in  March,  1950,  ,  Flocks  are  in  good  condition  as  -.vinter 
approaches  and  moisture  and  fet-d  conditions  are  favorable.    If  thcst 
conditions  continue  through  the  v;inter  th...  19^0  clip  should  surpass  the 
19A1-A5  average. 

Reports  from  New  Zealand  indicate  a  reversal  of  the  do-^Ti  swin?  in 
sheep  numbers  that  has  been  under  way  since  1945.    ""ith  the  large  lamb 
crop  this  season,  some  increase  is  tc  be  expected  in  wool  production  in 
the  current  shearing  season  and  in  the  folla.ving  2  seasons  at  le-ast.  The 
sheep  industry  in  NeW  Zealand  is  more  stable  than  in  Axistralia  and  the 
Union  of  .  South  Africa.    Vfeather  is  n^t  a  limiting  f-^ctor  to  the  degree  that 
it  is  in  the  latter  countries. 

.  In  the  Union  of  South,- Africa  prospects  ol  any  increase-  in  wool  produc- 
tion appear  doubtful  as  result  of  drou'ht  conditions  during  1949.  Present 
estimates  place  production  in  both  1949  and  1^50  som..-vhat  belo?;  1948.  Hovr- 
ever,  in  view  of  the  high  price  for  v.pol,  a  determined  effort  ?rill  be  msde 
by  wpol  growers  to  maintain  their  flocks  and.  the  final  r.,sults  in  1950 
possibly  will  not  be  very  much  belov:  I'-^st  year.    On-^  factor  limiting  rod 
production  in  South  Africa  is  the  increfse  in  the  goats  and  noa-!«vQol  sheep, 
to  the  detriment  of  merinos,  p^;rticularly  in  Karakul  sheep  because  of  high 
prices  for  Karakul  pelts. 

.     Present  high  prices  and  the  favorabl..  long-range  outlook  offer  ah 
incentive  for  increasing  sheep  numbers  and  v/ooi  production  in  Argentina. 
Labor  shortages  and  drought  in  recent. years  have  hindered  such  expansion, 
but  . some  increase  in  nui-nbers  apparently  occurred  follorrin-r  the  1949  lemb- 
ing,  and  a  further  upv;ard.  trend  is  ^xpected. 


-  3  - 


Conditions  of  sheep  entering  the  1950  -..Inter  are  considered  reasonably 
good,^  end  if  the  mnter  proves  f a^'-orable,  the  expected  increase  should 
materfelizc.    Most  of  the  expansion  in  sheep  nunibers  are  in  those  producing 
fine  crossbred  iraol. 

It  is  reported  that  some  overstocking  of  both  sheep  and  cattle  exist 
in  Uruguay  and  that  competition  between  the  two  is  not  favorable  to  an 
increase  in  sheep  numbers  and  in  vrool  production,  even  though  wool  is  the 
chief  dollar  earner.    Some  experts  of  sheep  to  Brazil  has  taken  place  to 
relieve  overstocking. 

In  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the  chief  wool  producing  countries 
of  North  America,  the  production  of  wool  is  still  much  below  recent  years. 
There  is  some  indication,  however,  in  both  countries  that  the  bottom  is 
near  in  the  decline  in  sheep  numbers. 

The  great  areas  of  North  Africa,  the  Wear  East  and  Far  Enst,  the 
U.S.S.R. ,  China  and  India,  produce  coarse  or  carpet  \too1s  predominately. 
Although  inf or'ma.tion  is  fragmentary  as  to  indigenous  production  in  most 
of  these    areas,  more  and  better  quality  wool  is  entering  international 
commercial  channels  and  the  trend  in  wool  production  is  definitely  upvard. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  rehabilitation  of  flocks  in  Europe  and  v;ool 
production  is  now  approaching  the  1S36-40  average.    In  the  United  Kingdom' 
and  Ireland  some  improvement  has  been  m^de  since  the  adverse  winter  of 
I9-46-/1.7  and  no^r  is  nearly  up  to  the  19-46  level. 

Spain,  the  second  most  important  wool  producing  countrj.-  in  Europe  has 
experienced  severe  drought  in  the  past  year,  but  production  is  still  up  to 
the  1936-/^.0  average. 

Both  Italy  and  France  have  shown  inprovement  and  the  generally  favor- 
able weather  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  has  made  possible  increases  up 
to  prewar  levv.ls. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  articles  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Forei.gn  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  tbds 
report,  the  Comjtiitbee  was  composed  of  Clarence       Purves,  Acting  Chair- 
•man,  Floyd  B.  Davis,  Eugene  T.  Ransom  and  Mary  E.  Long. 
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REI6M  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

V^nfo  Tl.rT^^Z'l  RELATIONS 
iJNIT^O^STAteS  OePARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


^-^50  .         July  17,  1950 

WOEL'D  TRaDS  IN  EAW  WOOL  IN  1948  Aim  19U9 

World  trade'  in  raw  wool,  estimated  at  approj:iinately  2»k  1)1111011 
pounds  in  19^9*  ^as  down  slightly  from  19U8  and  is  approaching  the  pre- 
war 1935-39  level,  according  to  information  availahle  to  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 

International  novemelit  of  wool  in  postwar  years  has  been  substan- 
tially more  than  current  production  hy  virtue  of  the  large  stocks 
accumulated  during  the  -rar*     In  19U6  a  peak  of  neo.rly  3.O  "billion  was 
traded  as  all  consuflring  countries  rushed  to  fill  the  long  unsatisfied 
demand.    Trade  has,  in  lattei*' years,  declined  as  that  demand  has  been 
satisfied  but  has  5; till  been  in  excess  of  current  production. 

Review  of  19U9 

The  19^9  calendar  year  w^s  a  difficult  one  for  the  trade.  Prices 
were  high  at  the  beginning  and  reached  a  post-wo.r  peak  in  February  which 
was  fcllovred  shortly  afterwards  by  a  drop  of  20  to  25  percent,  which 
destroyed  confidence*  in  the  future.     Several  countries  vrere  me.eting 
consumer    resistance  and  a  general  slow  down  in  business.  Noteworthy 
among  these  was  the  United  Sto.tes  where  the  textile  industry  was  under- 
going an  adjustment  and  mill  consumption  was  off  almost  kO  percent. 
The  selling  season  ended  in  June  and  opened  asfvin  in  September  on  about 
the  sam.e  level,  somewhat  under  the  peak  of  February,  and  after  immediate 
needs  were  filled  prices  again  receded,  perhaps  due  for  the  most  part 
to  the  threat  of  devaluation.    The  devaluation  of  sterling  and  readjust- 
ments of  other  currencies  and  the  subsequent  sharp  and  continued  rise 
in  prices  for  the  rest  of  the  ye^-vr,  caused  much  uncertainty  in  the 
textile  trade,  , 

The  effect  of  this  year  of  uncertainty  vras  a  slowing  down  in  trade 
for  the  year.    Mill  stoc3rs  were  depleted  to  low  levels  and  lar^^^er 
stocks  of  wool  were  left  in  government  ownership  and  in  the  producing 
countries  than  wr.s  anticipated. 


For  inform.ation  on  World  Wool  production  by  countries,  see  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  entitled  "World  Wool  Production  in  19U9  and 

Prelirdnary  19.5O",  published  June  19,  1950» 
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These  holding,  however,  had  "been  readily  assiniilated  "by  the  close 
of  the  19^9-50  selling  season  in  June,  as  r.cst  of  the  wool  has  now 
moved  froF  the  najor  producing  countries,  Cor-T';oditv  Credit  Corporation 
stocks  in  the  United  States  have  "been  almost  ccr-oletely  sold  and  Joint 
Organization  holdings  are  dovm  to  ap"oroxLr.ately  InO  million  pounds. 
Trade  during  the  coming  wool  year  vill  oe  li-ited  to  that  part  of  cur- 
rent production  not  used  "by  domestic  manufacturers  in  the  country  con- 
cerned plus  the  remaining  I5O  miillion  pounds  of  Joint  Organization 
offerings. 

Major  Exporting  Countries 

Production  in  the  major  countries,  vhich  supply  approximately 
90  percent  of  the  vrool  entering  World  trade,  has  oeen  estimated  at  about 
2.3  billion  pounds  in  the  1950~51  season,  about  100  million  pounds  above 
the  1935~39  average.    A  greater  share  than  in  prev^sr  years  of  this 
production  vrill  not  be  available  for  export,  hot^ever,  as  more  wool  is 
being  consumed  currently  in  producing  countries  than  before  the  war. 

Exports  from  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Uruguay  were  larger  in 
19^9  than  in  the  prewar  year  of  1935-39,  while  exports  from  Argentina 
and  Union  of  South  Africa  were  considerably  belo''',     Sonie  wartime 
accumulations  were  still  avr^ilable  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  while 
production  was  up  in  Uruguay  over  pre^rar.     In  Argentina  pricing  diffi- 
culties caused  exports  to  be  low  in  19^9  and  the  absence  of  stocks, 
plus  decreased  production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  reduced  the 
availability  from  that  country. 

Major  Importing  Countries 

+ 

United  States  imports  were  down  by  32O  million  pounds  from  l9Ug 
but  were  still  about  double,   the  prewar  average.     Italy,  France  and 
United  K'ngdom  imported  more  in  19U9  than  in  prewar  while  Belgium, 
Germany  and  Jai^an  vrere  considerably  below  the  1935-39  level.  Inmorts 
for  Germany  and  Japan  were  considerably  above  19!^,  while  the  other 
-major  consuming  countries  '-dth  the  exce-nion  of  :he  United  States  and  . 
France  imported  only  sli-^htly  more  in  19^9  than  in  191^3. 

Continental  totals 

Imports  into  North  America  were  do^n  ner.rly  one-half  in  19^9  from 
the  previous  year  reflecting  the  reduced  activity  in. the  United  States. 
Canadian  imports  were  also  down  about  25  percent  while  icports  into 
Mexico,  although  small,  v^ere  up  over  last  yer.r. 

European  imports  in  19U9  were  back  to  the  T^re'^rr  level  as  that 
area  once  m.ore  received  about  75  percent  ?f  the  wool  entering  international 
trade. 
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Inports  into  Asia,  vhich  are  accounted  for  chiefly  "by  Japan,  were 
still  not  up  to  prewar  levels  due  to  the  reduced  activity  in  that  country, 
however  inports  in-o  Japan  were  up  considerably  over  ISkZ, 

Exports  fron  Oceania  (Australia  and  iJew  Zealand)  in  19U9  v/ere  con- 
siderahly  a"bove  prewr.r  as  production  •'v-is  .^rertor  than  in  1955~'39  and 
there  was  still  so.ne  of  the  wertiriu  accunulation  availa-hle  for  exoort. 

^s^orts  fron  South  Anerica  and  Africa  in  19U9  were  lower  than  in  19^8 
and  ia  prewar.     Most  of  the  surpluses  fron  these  areas  have  ■be-3n  exhausted 
and  current  production  is  d.o'-m  in  Africa,  while  the  slurp  in  Ar&-entina's 
exports  last  year  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  South  Ai^ierica, 


RAW  WOOL;     International  Trade,  Average  1935~39,  Annual  19U7  to  I9U9. 


Continent 

Average 
1935-39 

I9U7 

19Ug  }J 

I9U9  i/ 

Exports 

Inports 

Exports  < 

I:::ports ; 

Exocrts . 

Iriports . 

Exoorts : 

Inports 

.  Mil. 

:    l"bs.  , 

!  Mil, 
Ihs. 

Mil. 
!  Ihs. 

Mil. 
Ihs.  . 

Mil. 
Ihs. 

Mil. 
Ids. 

Mil.  : 
Ids.  ; 

Mil. 
,  Ihs. 

North  Anerica 

Europe 

TJ»  S«  S « H.» 

Asia 

South  America  ; 

•Africa 

Oceania 

6.6 
216.0 

•2/ 

:  123.8  : 
U5U.0 
-259.2  . 

1095. U  . 

:  2I15.9 
1800. 7 
.  67.6 
202.7  J 
U.8 
0 
0 

:  15o8 
117.9 

^U.l 

562.7 
225.6 
1295.0 

692.5 
1735.0 

^/  29.5 
22.5 

10.  q 
6.1 

0 

;  6.0 
91.0 

82.7 

59O06 

I  227.3 
II182.6 

8O7.I 
.  1627.2 

■1/  59.6 
UU,7 

10.6 

:  9»8 

0 

22.2, 

.  99.3 
•2/ 

29.U 

:  337.9 
200.6 

1U180I 

.  kSQ.l 
1800.1 
:  55,0 
:  U6.7 

=  5.3 

'  0 

:  0 

TOTAL  V 

2155.0 

2321.7 

2251.1 

2U96.5 

'  2^79.6^ 

2559.0 

'  2107.5 

23S7.2 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Fot  available.  "^Z  Eased  on  exiports  fron  primary  sources, 
¥/  Rounded  to  tens  of  millions. 

Office  of  Foreign  A  ricul+ural  Relations. 


Wart  ire  Sgrpigc;  Depleted 

The  way  in  which  the  large  wartine  accunulation  of  wool  has  "been 
disposed  of  in  the  -^ast  five  years  along  with  the  current  clips,  without 
disrupting  the  narket,  is  an  excellent  cor^rentar3''  on  the  auction  systen 
of  selling,  free  trade,  and  unon  the  manage.'ent  cf  the  disposal  organi- 
zations. 

Free  and  unrestricted  international  trade  in  wool,  at  a  tine  when  nost 
niajor  connodities  are  either  under  sone  international  quota  systenr  or 
controlled  "by  barter  arrangenents,  coupled  with  liberal  credit  arrangenents 
between  producer  and  consuner  countries,  a  risin  .  nark^t  and  a  long  unsat- 
isfied denand  for  woolen  products  has  nade  p':^ssi"ble  the  liquidation  of  the 
huge  stocks  in  five  years  instead  of  the  original  estinate  of  12  to  I3 
years.    All  governnent  C'-introli ed  stocks  are  depleted  with  the  exception 
of  about  150  nlllion  pounds  -^f  J.  0.  wo-^1. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN   AGRJCULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON^  D,g, 


pT;r„5_50  September  15,  1950 

IlTTEPiJATIOlTAL  WOOL  STUDY  GROUP 

The  State  Department  announced  toda.y  that  the  Fourth  Annual  fee  ting 
of  the  International  Wool  Study  Group  will  convene  in  London  on  October  2nd. 
The  Group  is  composed  of  those  countries  which  are  substantially  interested 
in  the  production,  consumption,  or  trade  in  wool.     This  year's  meeting 
will  be  of  STDecial  significance  because  of  the  nature  of  the  world  wool 
situation.     The  current  wool  problem  arising  from  reduced  supply  and  in- 
creased demand  will  be  reviewed  in  detail  and  the  meeting  may  discuss  ways 
to  meet  the  problems  of  consumers  and  producers  alike. 

The  United  States  Delegation  will  consist  of  the  following: 
Chairman: 

The  Honorable  Julius  C,  Holmes, 
Minister,  American  Embassy 
London,  England. 

Vice  Chairman: 

Mr.  Willis  Co  Armstrong,  Associate  Chief, 

Eeonomic  Resources  and  Security  Staff, 

Office  of  International  Trade  Policy, 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Dr  C. 

Secre tary: 

Mr.  Stanley  ITehmere 

Economic  Resources  and  Security  Staff, 

Office  of  International  Trade  Policy, 
Department  of  State, 

Washin.^ton,  D.  C. 
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Advisers : 

Goyeriiment 

Mr.  Floyd  E.  Davis,  Head, 

Livestock  and  Wool  Division, 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D,  C, 

Dr.  Stephen  J*  Kennedy, 

Research  Director  for  Textile,  Clothing  and 
Footwear  Research, 

Research  and  Development  Branch, 

Office  of  the  Quartermaster  General, 
Department  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Rene  Lutz, 

Industry  Operations  Bureau, 
Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Paul  Nyhus,  Agricultu^-al  Attache 
American  Embassy 

London,  England 

Mr.  Richard  H.  Roberts, ' Chief , 

Program  Analysis  Division,  Livestock  Branch, 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D,  C, 

Industry 

Mr,  Harold  Bishop,  President 

Boston  Wool  Trade  Association, 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Glen  Brown, 

National  Association  of  VJool  Manufacturers, 
New  York,  Hew  York. 

Mr.  C.  Jo  Fawcett,  General  Manager 

National  Wool  Marketing  Corporation, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 
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WORLD  ¥0CL  PRODUCTION  IN  19 50 


World  wool  production  in  1950  is  estimated  at  approximately  4,000  million 
pounds,  an  increase  of  140  million  over  the  I949  output,  according  to  the 
regular  fall  summary  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  This 
estimate  is  approximately  2  percent  ?ibove  the  I936-4O  average  of  3.9  billion 
pounds  and  approaches  the  VJorld  War  II  average.    This  estimate  includes  both 
apparel  and  carpet  wool  and  is  on  a  grease  basis. 


WOOL:    Estimated  world  production,  greasy  basis,  by  continents, 
averages  1936-40.  1941-45.  annual  1946-50 


Continent 


North 

America  

Europe  

U.S.S.R.  

Asia — •  ■  

South 

America  

Africa  

Oceania  

Total  1/— 


Averages 

\  1946 

;  1947 

;  1948 

;  1949 

'  1950 

1936-40 

:  1941-45 

Million 

:  Million 

:  rillion 

:  Million 

!  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

pounds 

:  pound  s 

:  pounds 

\  pounds 

:  pound  s 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

452  ■ 
483 
310 
344  ! 

457 
1  446 
1       280  . 

337  : 

:  369 
398  1 
287  ! 
339  i 

335  ' 
398  - 
286  ! 
342  : 

306 
424 
305 
355 

!  274 
:  •     443  ' 
:  315 
347  ' 

273 
466 

325 
368 

639  ' 
336  ; 
1,366  : 

:       760  ' 
322  s 
1,438  : 

:  808 
275  : 
1,344  J 

752 
268  : 
1,335  : 

689 
281 
1,400  ! 

:  709 
282 
1,490  < 

!  731 
295 
1,540 

3,930  : 

4,040  : 

3,820  : 

3,720  : 

3,760  : 

3,S60  : 

4,000 

1/  Rounded  to  tens  of  millions.  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
November  27,  1950. 


Based  upon  estimates  of  the  spring  clip  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  combined 
with  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  same 
year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. •  Fulled  wool  is  included  for  most  countries 
at  its  greasy  equivalent.    Late  each  Spring  an  estimate  is  made  of  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  clip,  plus  a  forecast  for  the  Southern  Hemisphere,    Data,  especially 


for  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  is  reviewed  at  this  tim^e  each  EaJLl, 
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This  is  slightly  higher  than  the  3,979  million  pounds  estirrate  made  j 
recently  by  the  International  Wool  Study  Group,  Of  this  year's  production  it  I 
has  been  estimated  that  about  1,350  million  povmds  are  merino  and  1,790  millionl 
crossbred,  for  a  total  apparel  wool  production  of  about  3,150  million  povinds,  ] 
The  balance  is  made  up  of  coarse  or  carpet  wool. 

Demand  has  been  stronger  for  fine  wools  and  reports  indicate  that  produc- 
tion of  these  wools  is  increasing  at  a  faster  rate  than  is  production  of  the 
coarser  apparel  wools. 

P  reduction  in  the  major  importing  countries,  v;hich  has  been  declining 
for  the  past  5  years,  shows  a  slight  over-all  increase  in  1950,  and  there  are 
indications  in  most  of  the  consuming  countries  that  the  downward  trend  in 
production  may  be  halted.     It  is  interesting  to  note  that  world  production 
outside  the  United  States  for  1941,  the  peak  year,  and  for  1950  is  the  same. 
This  serves  to  emphasize  the  e>rbent  of  the  decline  in  the  United  States  and  the 
increased  dependency  of  this  country  upon  foreign  wools. 

In  most  parts  of  the  world  prices  for  wool  and  the  over-all  econorric 
situation  as  v/ell  as  the  weather,  the  2  major  factors  affecting  v/ool  product! cn 
have  been  highly  favorable  in  1950  to  the  continued  increase  in  total  production 

Frice-wise,  there  has  >^een  a  definite  and,  at  times,  sharp  upv/ard  trend 
since  prices  were  allowed  to  seek  their  level  after  V.'orld  V.'ar  II.    The  high 
rate  of  consumption  over  the  past  5  years,  has  rem.oved  the  burdensome  surplus 
which  hung  over  the  market  follov/ing  the  v/ar  and  has  also -utilized  current 
production. 

As  indicated,  economic  factors  have  been  in  favor  of  increased  wool 
production  in  most  countries  since  the  war.    The  notablo  exceptions  being  the 
United  States  and  Canada  where  production  has  declined  steadily  from  year  tc 
year.     In  spite  of  the  favora^^le  outlook  and  the  efforts  of  wool  growers  to 
capitalize  upon  an  upward  trend  in  prices,  adverse  weather  conditions  in  1947 
and  194^  in  some  of  the  major  wool  producting  areas  caused  considerable 
reductions  in  those  years.     In  1950,  however,  both  natural  and  economic  factors 
have  combined  favorable  and  as  a  result,  total  production  for  the  year  exceeds 
the  1936-40  average  and  closely  approaches  the  1941-45  average  of  4,040  million 
pounds. 


Production  trends  by  continents  serve  to  point  up  the  specific  areas 
where  output  is  lagging  or  going  ahead.    Tne  estimated  I95O  rroduction  in 
Oceania,  (Australia  and  New  Zealand)  surpasses  the  previous  high  m.ark  of  1,51. 
million  pounds  set  in  1941.    Australia  is  short  of  the  1,167  million  rounds 
produced  that  year  but  the  outstanding  increase  to  390  million  pounds"  in  New 
Zealand  brought  the  total  above  the  1941  level. 

African  production,  which  is  made  up  mostly  by  the  South  African  clip, 
has  increased  slowly  since  I947  but  is  still  not  up  to  the  1941-45  average. 
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Production  in  Argentina  and.  Uruguay  which  made  up  the  bulk  of  South 
American  output  is  up  over  last  year  but  is  still  considerably  below  the  peak 
reached  in  1946, 

The  greatest  decreases  as  noted  have  been  in  the  major  consuming  countries 
of  North  America  and  Europe .    Although  a  steady  increase  has  been  noted  in 
Europe^  prewar  levels  have  not  been  attained  and  production  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  continues  to  decline. 

In  Australia  pastoral  and  feed  conditions  have  been  excellent  with  the 
exception  of  small  areas  in  Western  Australia,     In  spite  of  flood  damage  result- 
ing in  loss  of  sheep  in  New  South  Wales  and  (Queensland,  sheep  numbers  have 
increased  by  approximately  4  m.illion  to  over  112  million  as  of  I'-arch  31,  1950. 
Australian  sheep  numbers  have  shown  a  progressive  rise  each  year  since  1947, 
when  as  a  result  of  3  years  of  drought,  niombers  were  dov/n  to  95  irdllion,  but 
are  still  below  the  peak  of  125  million  recorded  March  31,  1942, 

New  Zealand  wool  production  is  relatively  stable  from  year  to  year  but 
has  shown  a  gradual  increase  over  the  last  20  to  30  years.    However,  because  of 
the  unusually  good  prices  over  the  past  three  seasons,  special  efforts  have  been 
made  to  obtain  more  wool.    The  practice  of  saving  more  breeding  ewes  and  pre— 
lambing  shearing  accounts  for  the  more  than  6  percent  increase  during  the  past 
season.    Pre-lambing  shearing  hPs  the  effect  of  producing  three  clips  of  wool 
in  tv;o  marketing  seasons  but  observers  expect  an  eventual  decrease  from  this 
practice,  possibly  in  the  1950-51  season. 

Prospects  for  the  1950-51  clip  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  appear  to  be 
more  favorable  than  they  were  for  1949-50,    Early  spring  grazing  is  reported 
to  be  better  than  at  any  similar  period  for  a  number  of  years  and  this  has 
reflected  in  a  good  lamb  crop  and  in  a  higher  yield  of  wool  per  fleece,  V'ieather 
conditions  during  the  coming  summer  months  will  have  some  effect  on  the  late 
season  clip.    Drought  frequently  occurs  in  some  section  of  the  country  nearly 
every  year  but  present  prospects  for  the  1950-51  wool  clip  are  exceptionally 
favorable.     The  main  sheep  area  -  the  Karroo  -  is  in  better  condition  than  for 
many  years  past. 

Due  to  the  significant  increase  in  prices  in  the  post-world  War  II  period, 
flocks  have  made  some  over-all  increase  in  numbers  in  spite  of  droughts,  and 
sheep  slaughter  is  now  at  an  all  time  low. 

There  appears  to  be  an  erratic  trend  in  Merino  sheep  and  lamb  numbers 
which  c an  only  be  accounted  for  through  the  periodic  droughts  which  have  caused 
small  lamb  crops  during  certain  years  in  the  past.     The  Karakul  sheep  on  the 
other  hand  are  better  able  to  withstand  drought  and  are  therefore  finding  a 
place  in  the  economy  of  the  country.    The  upv-rard  trend  in  Karakuls  has  been 
steady  but  not  phenom.enal.    As  long  as  high  prices  for  Ferine  wool  continues, 
it  is  doubtful  if  there  will  be  any  rapid  increase  in  Karakul  niambers. 


a 

O  09 


•H  O 


•  • 

60  IT 

i-l  K> 
CO 


o  o  o  if^o  o  ir»K)  f-i  ^     o  o 

•       •••••••••a  * 

r<-\  1^     oj  tr\  r—vo  \x>  k\».o  i —  o  ic\ 

I       I  I 

3n 


CVJ 


CTv 


O  a 

•rt  "d 

.1 


CO 

* 


CM 


VDOO^a»OrHCri»^(MO 


eVl  rH         K\CVJ  rH    •  f"^ 


o  o  ir» 

•  •  • 

r—  CO  cv/ 

rH  eo  BO 


CTl 
rH 


3l 


o  a> 


•rt  O 


•  •  • 

rH  r«->V£) 

CVJ 


o  CM  ^  K\  to  oj  J*  cr>vo  J* 

BO  . 


K^  r—  CVJ  tvj  CT^v^  to  ir\  eo  vo 
CVJ  rH       K)  cu  r 


o 

O  O 

to 

•  • 

to 

to  ir\ 

rH 

to  r>- 

CO 

a 

O  (D 

»H  -d 

•rt  O 


to  vo 
rovo 

CVJ 


vo  ^  Vi3  ^  rH        rH  VX)  CVJ 


o 

o  to 

co 

•  • 

to 

r—  rH 

to 

rH 

<r 

to 


vo 


d 

o  a 

•H  -d 


vo 


ITVK^itO 

d  rH 
tovotrt 
CO 


>o 


irv*  irwo  iTN  r~-  On     r— ^  eo 


CM  K>-d-  CM  vo         1"%-*  lr^  ^/^ 

CO  rH          (M  CVJ  rH  CM 


o  irv 
•  • 


to 

2! 


CO  K> 


4 


o  a 
•rt  ^ 


X  Pi 


covo  vr>rH  ^-lr^co  to  »r> 

CM  rH  CM  ^«^  rH  CM 


CO 

O  vO 

o 

•  • 

r— 

to 

vo 

rH 

to  «c 

5 

r— 

CM 


vA 

K-V 


I 
o 

•d 
d 

••» 
d 
c 

*» 

d 
o 
o 


d 

o  00 
•H  -d 


vo 


vo  t~-  K>  r- 


S(3 


CM 

it 


rH  r—  CO  r>-  rH  r-  <r>^  cmctnsohm —  Ortf— 
CMeor-CMr-rH<riCMOvo  ir>vo  ^  o  o  O  ^ 

CMrH         t^rr^r-<         rf\  rH^f^rHfO 


CM 

d 


s 

• 

Pi 

O 

4 

CO 


KM^O  w  o  o  ir>  o 

•  ••••••• 


»• 


^  vo  o  o     iTtvo  o 

CVJ  CU  rH  t^rH  J* 


to  r—iH  tr»o  o  o  o 
ON  evj  CM  ifM~-  ir»  f^vp 


O  M  r-N  O  O  ITkO 


O  J-  CM  r-t  lfMfVd->-0 


to  c\j  KMC  o  o  ir\o 

•  •••• 

*o  in  tr>  J-  vo 
cvi  w  r-ivo  fH  r^mcvi 


vo  iH  o  cno  o  o 
•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

a\r*  r-t  r—  ITN  rH  <T> 
M  (VI  f-l  VO  rH  «o  r>- 


i*>vo  r—  r—  o  o  cr> 

vo  f-i  o  i--ir\«o  (VI 
r^(M  iHvo  r-i  to  t— 


vo 


VO 

to 


vo 

K1 


(VI 


■  rH  VD 


o  «o  vo  K>eo  to 


O  (VI  <Jvo  (VI 


t»-  60 


O  O  (TvO  OM~- 


O  BO  trvovo  o  si 


tr\=f  r— J-  r-vo 


«0VOVO  (VIVO  H  >^ 


o  Kv  ,-i3- 
irv  1-1 


o  irvvo  c  ^  CVI 

r-i  irvcvi^  crvvD 
rj  ror<v     p-t  C\l 


10 


O  O      VO  O  O 


I —  to  K\rH 
rH  KV 


rH  O  ^ 


O  J*  o  r—  o 

•     •     •    •      •  • 

J-VO  O  t-H  60  r- 
t-i        t^^  rH  60 

CVI  CO 


(VI  r-o  o  cn o 


KM 
rH 


■J9 


rH  r^oio 

60 
(VI 


CO  VD  o  -d-  o  CO 


KMfMfV  r<-i  H 
rH        CVI  rH 


in  r- 


60  vo  O  ^  60  ^ 

•     a      •     •     D  « 

OMTvQ  rH  O 
rH  W 


VO  CTv^  CVI  CTvO 

•  •••»• 

CVI  LTV  (TV  t<~>  Cd  ^ 
(VI        r<-»       rH  K> 
CVI 


VO  irvrH 


CVI 
CO 


■  ir> 


o  K1 

•  • 

(Vl  CO 
rH  in 
CO 


to 


to 


CO 


to 

kO 


o  o 

•  • 

o  o 
icvcr 

rH  K> 


60  O 
•  • 

C7^o 

CTV  - 

o 


cr  60 


CVI 

KVVD 

o 


to 


o  o 

KVCO 

r—vb 

CTllS'i 


to  Q 
60  iF 


ovto 


sis 

to 


CM 


60  O 
VO 

-I-  „ 
cnro  CO 


rH  r<SlOiO 

lf>rH  " 


kO 


o>  O 


a 

o 

D) 

a 

<D 
« 

•r)  <n 

•xi  -H 
0)  ^ 

1:. 

o  o  cb 
U  o 

+3  cfl  3 

4J    CD    O  O 

<*    O  -H  i-l  CS 

0  <t}  ^  ^ 

fl  tfl  ^ 


to  O 

■'cvi 


ITlJO 

to 


M 


9 


3  ^ 


(d 
a 


CTV 


+» 

>  o 
«  o 
u 

ft 


0) 

d  CO 

O  CO 


■H  'ti 


-  ID  m 

.0  as 

V  -H  ^ 

tn 

. .  » 

-H  ea 

El  rH  a 

•H    O  ^ 

o  a  CO 


si 


o 

a  rH 


ftH 


o 

a 

m 

ui 
o 
o 

. .  (» 
-J-  +i 

ao^  «)  O 
rH   <D  t-c 


»-i"ir9i. 

<0 


o 

0)  o 

^<  s 

(D 

ft  <D 


U  43 

o 

,Cj  rH  -H  (D 
<D  TJ    M  CO 

Szi  «  « 

(0 

at 

re)  10  (D 
rH  rH  rH 


o 

ft 

O  EH 


a 
o 

§ 
,0 

rH  OJ 

4)  -d 


05 


u  >-i  a 
•Col  - 

J  rH|  (d 


o 

*J 
m 

„  o 

^  2  "  • 
IfV  13 

1^  ^  <H  O 

+>    O  4J  4» 

Sh  cn 
O  0) 


"3  ^3 


•rt  rH  3  OOP 
a  3  ti  0>  fl  n  rH 
«  |3l4    P   F-I  l-H  O 


s)  oi  ol  -^^ 
■3 


a  ^ 
«  i> 

fH 

o  CO 
t»  a> 
o 

(«)  ^ 
4* 

tat  B 

•H  O 
<B  O 

<M  O 
<H 

o  m 

(U 

^  i 

43 
U 


•H    U  Q 

4i  H  in 


o 

Si 


o 

/rl 


O 
O 


0] 

a 


u  o 

<D  K 

U  V> 

•rl   <»  <» 

IS  .H  -H 

aj  Vl  H 

•d  o  o 

0)  ^ 

aS  -»»  +> 

I  rH  ri 

rJ  ID 

ta  ta 

PL,    (U  0) 

ft 


ftr 


CO  01 

a  u 
o  » 

•H  O 
rH  Vl 

e  o 
a> 

H  o 

0)  •H 
rH  CO 


e 

o 

Vl 

o 
o 


•  (-. 
CO  oi 

•  -d 


nH    o  f3 

Vl  ft  a 


ID  A 

u  o 


-  6  - 


The  prolonged  winter  in  Uruguay  this  year  has  retarded  shearing  to  some 
extent,  however,  the  wool  market  has  been  very  active  as  about  50  percent  of 
the  new  clip  was  contracted  for  early  in  the  season,  princip-'illy  for  export  to 
the  United  States.     It  is  estimated  that  about  25  million  sheep  have- been  or 
will  be  shorn  this  season       •  and  that  an  estimated  I65  million  pounds  of  wool 
will  be  produced. 

In  Argentina  it  can  now  be  assumed  that  about  2  million  more  sheep  have 
been  shorn  in  the  main  clip  this  spring,  that  fleece  weights  will  be  as  heavy  or 
heavier  than  normal,  that  the  second  clip  in  March  v/ill  bo  a  little  larger,  and 
that  pulled  wool  production  will  rem.ain  unchanged. 

lAfith  respect  to  grades,  the  production  of  low  crossbreds  (coarse  or  carpet 
wools)  this  season  may  approach  110  million  pounds,  of  v/hich  about  75  million 
pounds  are  already  shorn.    The  balance  would  be  largely  the  second  clip  of 
March  1951,  plus  a  portion  of  the  r^ulled  v;ool.    The  I'erino  cli'  may  be  slightly 
larger  this  season  than  l?st  and  ivill  probably  total  between  S5  and  90  million 
pounds.    This  leaves  a  balance  of  about  2A.0  million  pounds  of  fine  and  medium 
crossbreds,  with  a  predominance  of  the  former. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  v/orld  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistic s.    It  is  based  in  p^rt  upon  U,S, 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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